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The workshop “Memory and Historiography of
Crises in Late Antiquity and the Early Middle
Ages (300-900)" examines how societies of
late antiquity and the early medieval world
perceived, narrated, and transmitted the
memory of crises such as famine, climate
change, epidemics, political breakdown, and
social transformation. Rather than focusing only
on events themselves, it studies their
representation: how crises were written about,
justified, remembered, omitted, or forgotten.
The aim is to shift attention from the event to
the discursive, ideological, and cultural
processes that shaped texts, images, and post-
crisis responses.

The chronological frame of 300-900 is linked
to the historiography of the "transformation of
the Roman world,” a key period of restructuring
in Europe and the Mediterranean. Although this
framework is less obvious elsewhere, it remains
useful for exploring how narratives of crisis
circulated across connected regions. At the
same time, the memory of crises extends
beyond this period into medieval, modern, and
contemporary interpretations. The workshop
also draws on postcolonial perspectives to
avoid projecting European models of decline or
transition onto African and Asian contexts,
emphasizing instead the plurality of
temporalities and historical experiences.

Its originality lies in the dialogue between
history, archaeology, philology, and art history.
Written sources may be fragmentary or
conventional, while material and visual evidence
reveals other perceptions and responses. By
combining these approaches, the workshop
seeks to connect symbolic, social, and
economic dimensions often reduced to simple
narratives of decline. It also challenges overly
literal readings of texts by restoring attention to
representation and  interpretation,  while
maintaining dialogue with archaeology,
paleoclimatology, genetics, and economic
history.

Bringing together scholars from Europe, South
America, Asia, and Africa, the meeting aims to

create a connected and comparative space for
discussion and to lay the foundations for a
shared, cross-disciplinary research program on
the memory and historiography of crises.
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